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The Men’s Shed (North Shore) Trust 

June 2022 

Sheddies’ Chatter 

New Members: 
We welcome the following new members who have joined 
the Men’s Shed North Shore since the last issue. 

Please extend them a warm Sheddies’ welcome when you 
meet them. 
 
(Our membership currently stands at around 175 Members) 
 

Mike Wardlaw 
Rupendra Beesabathini 
Rhys Grant 
Robert Leach 
John Laban 
Lisa Redgrave 
Shelley Halverson 
Thanaa Beshara 
   (Wagih’s sister) 

Kathy Blackbourn 
Trevor Beale 
Stephen Classen 
David Huff 

Welcome to the June 2022                       
Edition of Sheddies’ Chatter. 

Situations Vacant— 

New Editor Required 

After doing these Newsletters for over 6 years, I’ve decided 
it’s about time I stepped down so that someone new can 
inject some fresh ideas into this Newsletter.  

I currently do the Sheddies’ Chatter as well as manage the 
Facebook pages and website, but these tasks can easily be 
shared by 2 or more people. 

I use Microsoft Publisher, but there are other programmes 
available that would suit. We can probably arrange a copy 
of Publisher for you if needed. 

I have really enjoyed doing this over the years and found it 
to be very rewarding and satisfying . 

I will be quite happy to run through everything with the 
new Editor until you get established. 

Please contact Dave Whiting on 027 471 9076 or 
pam.dave.whiting@xtra.co.nz  if you are interested. 

 

Feel free to join our Facebook Community Group: 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/235015333829819/ 

 

See you at The Shed. 

Roger Curl, Editor Ph: 027 264 1932  

msnseditor@gmail.com 

Clean your Phone 

Charging Port 

Are you having problems like I was getting your charging lead 
to plug into your phone? It took me a while to realise that 
there might be a bit of dirt or something stuck in there. 

I thinned down a wooden toothpick and carefully scraped 
around the port. I couldn’t believe how much fluff, sawdust 
and dust was in there! The plug then slid in effortlessly. 

If you do yours, you can use a plastic or wooden toothpick or 
the toothpick end of a dental flosser as shown in the picture. 
You may have to shave the end down a bit to make sure it is 
thin enough to fit in easily. 

Don’t use anything metal and be very careful not to use any 
force as you may bend or damage the connector inside. 

mailto:pam.dave.whiting@xtra.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/235015333829819/
mailto:msnseditor@gmail.com
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Larry Klassen joined the North Shore Men’s Shed in 
the very early days while the Shed was being built – 
famously turning up with a hammer and saying ‘Can I 
help’. His attendance was interrupted for several 
months by a severe illness but when he came back he 
started taking on work for the Board such as securing 
sponsorship from Metlife Care. 

He was elected Trustee of the Shed at the 2014 AGM 
and went on to succeed founding Chairman Ross 
McEwan on 18th May 2016. 

In the six years until he stepped down as Chairman at 
the 2022 AGM Larry oversaw many changes at the 
Shed including an ever increasing membership base, a 
wider range of projects and customer base and a 
steady upgrading and improvement of our machinery. 
The addition of the Tech Space also took place on his 
watch. During his tenure the financial stability has 
strengthened considerably. 

The last two years of Larry’s Chairmanship have been a real challenge but Larry helped us take the hard Covid-19 
decisions to keep the membership safe. The Members owe Larry a real vote of thanks for the very professional way 
in which he has led the Shed for 6 years. 

Larry is succeeded by Mike Wardlaw who has only 
recently become a member of the Shed but brings many 
years of experience to the role of Chairmanship. In about 
1968 Mike joined the Royal New Zealand Navy and by the 
time he retired in 2003 he had commanded two HMNZ 
ships. When he went ashore, among other roles he was 
Assistant Chief (Operations) for the New Zealand Defence 
Force and Maritime Commander NZ and Deputy Chief of 
the Navy & Naval Support Commander. 

Not one to rest on his laurels and still a youngish man 
Mike became involved in the ship building industry with 
VT Shipbuilding, which later merged with Fitzroy 
Engineering. In 2004 Mike was appointed Business 
Manager of VT Fitzroy Ltd and became Managing Director 
in 2008. 

When Babcock International bought out the VT Group in 
2010 Mike became MD of Babcock (NZ) Ltd until he 
retired in 2017. He was Chairman of the Board from 2013 
to 2017. 

Mike has a wide and varied experience of being a trustee 
being the current Chairman of the Devonport RSA 
Memorial Trust, a Trustee with the ATNZ Trust for 5 years, 
a Trustee with the National Maritime Museum and also 

Trustee and Executive Director of the Naval Museum – to name a few. 

Mike openly confesses that he is not a handyman but hopes to bring his experience and skills of governance to lead 
the Shed into the future. He will chair his first Board Meeting of the Shed on Wednesday 6th July. 

Our New Chairman—Mike Wardlaw 

Outgoing Chairman—Larry Klassen 
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MEN’S SHED NORTH SHORE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
2022 - 2023 

David Wardlaw 
Trustee/ 

Workshop Supervisor 

Dave Whiting 
Secretary 

Bernard Gardner 
Trustee 

Gwynne Jones 
Trustee/ 

Workshop Supervisor 

Richard Redgrove 
Trustee 

H&S Supervisor 

Jim Andrews 
Trustee 

Simon Browne 
Treasurer (Non-Trustee) 

Roger Dallimore 
Trustee 

Chris Bulkeley 
Trustee 

Mike Wardlaw 
Chairman 
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Letter to Dave Whiting 
Below is a note from our former secretary, John Murray, who returned to England a few years ago. Somehow his next door 
neighbour in England got hold of us and told us about our shed and how he missed it. He often wore his Shed shirt but it was 
wearing out – could we send a new one. Larry and I arranged to send an unused old design North Shore Man’s Shed shirt to 
the neighbour who passed it on to John. John’s note of thanks is below.     Dave Whiting. 

Dear Dave, 

Many thanks for your letter and for the shed polo shirt.  It is perfect and exactly the same as the threadbare one I still wear 
regularly to the Waterlooville Men's Shed where I spend a lot of my time. 

Dean and Mandy are very good neighbours but I don't know how they managed to find you and arrange my lovely new shirt.  

I was the founding Vice Chairman of this shed but am no longer on the committee.  Our shed is nothing like as grand as yours 
but it is a lot better than nothing.  It is an old concrete block sports pavilion on the corner of a local park.  Consequently it 
has  small rooms which I thought would be a nuisance but turns out to be useful in that we can separate activities.  So we can 
avoid the endless dust the wood turners make and reduce the noise of the metal bashers.  

Like you we are in great demand by the community and do quite a lot for pre schoolers etc..  We also have a decent lunch 
room where we can drink tea, brag and tell lies to each other.  Because of the limited space inside we have a long outside 
bench which is covered and is a pleasant place to work in all but the coldest months.  The outside work area and the lunch 
room are in fenced area behind and alongside the shed. We also keep our trailer and several storage racks there.  

Our membership varies from time to time and the Covid closedowns lost us some members. Sadly we also lost one member to 
Covid but in our age group it could have been worse.  We have about fifty members at present and, because of the space, we 
couldn't cope with many more. 

I often go to your shed website and think of my time there and the various regulars there.  Please give my best regards to any 
who remember me.  Do you know if the boat we made when the shed first opened ever went into the water and did it float? 

 

Best wishes, John Murray 

I contacted John and he kindly sent these photos, one of him in his Men’s Shed 
sweatshirt turning a fruit bowl for a neighbour and the other of one of the 
Waterlooville Shed buildings. It used to be a changing facility at the edge of a 
park. They have done a lot of work on it so that it suits their purposes. 

You can visit their website: 

http://www.waterloovillemensshed.org.uk/community/waterlooville-men-s-
shed-13618/home/ 

 

http://www.waterloovillemensshed.org.uk/community/waterlooville-men-s-shed-13618/home/
http://www.waterloovillemensshed.org.uk/community/waterlooville-men-s-shed-13618/home/
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I took this picture of the MSNS next stage of development. After successfully 
building the 'moon shot' hot water tank, we started to invent a new mobility 
piece - we call the 'Wheel'.  Here is Jim building the next evolution of the wheel 
- lets call them racing slick tires... 

Cheers, Larry                            Photo Larry Klassen 

Around the Shed 

Jim is cleaning the Sawstop table surface Winston is renovating another set of chairs for a kindy 

Roger D and Bernard working on a large blackboard for a kindy 

Brodie is reshaping a piece of 40,000 year old swamp kauri that he purchased from Dargaville to make a table 

Photo: Richard Redgrove Photo: Richard Redgrove 

Photo: Richard Redgrove Photo: Richard Redgrove 

Photo: Richard Redgrove 
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Covid-19 Vaccine Certificates Required 

The Shed remains in full operation. With the changing Covid situation and Government requirements, we have 
revised the Covid Response rules at the Shed as follows: 
 
1.    Shed members, guests, and visitors will be allowed in the Shed, subject to the following requirements: 
 

 Members, guests, and visitors must have a valid Vaccine Pass or be able to demonstrate fully vaccinated 
status. 

 Members guests, and visitors must sign in and out on Vistab at the entrance at each visit. 

 Members and guests must not have an elevated body temperature. This will be spot checked non-invasively 
by a Trustee. 

 We will be monitoring and may limit the number of members in each of the workshops. 

 Members are encouraged to take their breaks outside on the deck (weather dependent). You are also 
encouraged to bring your own beverage and cup. 
 

2.   The following practices remain in place: 
 

 Masks are to be worn in the Shed at all times unless you have a mask exemption (proof required) 

 Maintain a 1 metre separation from other Members whenever possible unless the nature of the work will 
not allow 

 Wash and sanitise their hands before coming into the workshop by going straight into the washroom to 
wash hands before leaving the entrance lobby. To make easy - just follow the sign! 

 Additional hygiene practices (disinfecting door handles and common touch areas) will be regularly 
undertaken 

 Increased cleaning by our cleaners (twice per week). Help them by keeping the washrooms tidy. 

 Members are requested to clean tool handles and touch surfaces before and after use with disinfectant and 
towels 
provided 

 Members who attend regularly are to notify the Shed if they or an immediate family member tests positive 
for Covid-19 or if they have contact with a Covid-19 case. 

 If you have a covid test, the Member must wait until they get a negative result before returning to the Shed 

 If a Member returns a positive result, they must not attend the Shed until their quarantine period has ended 
and they are cleared by MOH 

 Members who are unwell (e.g. symptoms such as coughs, colds, or a temperature) must notify the Shed, and 
immediately stop coming to the Shed and not attend for 2 weeks after symptoms pass. 

 
 
The Men's Shed Board of Trustees put a lot of thought and effort in reopening specifically to safeguard 
the well being of our Members, but the effectiveness relies completely on the cooperation and active participation 
of all Members. 
 
Larry Klassen 
Chairman, Men's Shed North Shore Trust 
Ph 442 2145  (shed) 
34 Elliott Ave, Glenfield 
www.mensshednorthshore.org.nz 

The Shed is now Open 

http://www.mensshednorthshore.org.nz
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 Major Supporters 

The Men’s Shed (North Shore) Trust,  PO Box 311012, Glenfield, Auckland 0747    442 2145 

The Men’s Shed North Shore 
Address:  
Elliot Reserve 

34 Elliot Ave, (off James St) Bayview 

Hours: 

Mon, Wed: 9:00am - 4:00pm 

Fri, Sat:       9:00am - 2:00pm 

Phone:   09 442 2145 

Website: http://www.mensshednorthshore.org.nz/  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Mens-Shed-North-
Shore-214684608553333/  

 

Facebook Community Group:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/235015333829819/ 

Feel free to add comments or interesting stuff. 

 

Send your ideas, photos, comments or contributions for this 
newsletter to: msnseditor@gmail.com 

See me at The Shed, or phone 027 264 1932 

Sponsors Lance Clarke Shelley Boyed would like to offer you... 

...A special rate on our fees when you are ready to sell your home. We are here 
to help and make the process of marketing your home as stress-free as possible - 
it's what we do - along with getting the best results for you. 

Do you have questions about real estate? Or perhaps you'd like to know how to 
prepare your property for the market. Feel free to contact us anytime to draw on 
our extensive experience and competitive strategies. Always professional, 
confidential, and ready to help. 

Contact us today to find out what we can do for you. 

Call or email Lance and Shelley if you would like to know the value of your home 
or would like a free assessment on preparing your home before selling 

Lance and Shelley’s available times 

You can send your questions to Lance and Shelley: 

By email: s.boyed@barfoot.co.nz 

On Facebook messenger on Shelley Boyed and Lance Clarke Real Estate: 

https://www.facebook.com/shorerealestatenz/ 

View their Website: 

https://www.barfoot.co.nz/s.boyed 

My client testimonials and recent sales 

A Special Offer For Men’s Shed Members 

July BBQ Lunch -All Welcome  
Our next Barbeque will be on 6th July 

Sausages and bread will be provided. Feel free to 
bring your own salads, desserts etc. to share. 

Please note, that the BBQ charge is $2 per serving to 
cover costs. 

NOTE: A serving is 1 sausage, onions, bread and 
a hash brown. 

Please put your money in the dish provided. 

Guest Speaker 
Our Guest Speaker at the BBQ will be Karen Lovich 
from Vital Call. 

Karen will be demonstrating and talking about that 
can be used at home or when out and about. 

 

 

http://www.mensshednorthshore.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/Mens-Shed-North-Shore-214684608553333/
https://www.facebook.com/Mens-Shed-North-Shore-214684608553333/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/235015333829819/
mailto:msnseditor@gmail.com
https://calendly.com/s-boyed
mailto:s.boyed@barfoot.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/shorerealestatenz/
https://www.barfoot.co.nz/s.boyed
https://www.barfoot.co.nz/s.boyed

